
 

 

 

 

 

 

Submission on the  Draft Limerick Development Plan (2022-2028) 

from 

Nationwide Community Energy Ireland CLG   (NCEI) 

 

We welcome the consultation on the DRAFT Limerick Development Plan and the opportunity to 

make this submission. 

 

Introduction & Background  

Nationwide Community Energy Ireland CLG (NCEI) is the representative association of the 

community owned energy generation sector in Ireland.  NCEI’s mission is to maximise the 

number of 100% community owned energy generation projects in the upcoming State 

power auctions.  NCEI advocates for policies which advance and buttress the community 

owned energy generation sector. 

 

Three established communities in Tipperary, Galway and Mayo, with outstanding pedigrees 

in the energy generation sector, have come together to form NCEI.  In Tipperary, 

Templederry Community Windfarm is the exemplar in the sector.  Operating since 2012, 

with two wind turbines, Templederry powers the equivalent of 3,000 homes.  Galway 

Community Renewables near Tuam Co. Galway and Fuinneamh Greinne na hEireann 

Teoranta in Claremorris Co. Mayo, together with Templederry are the three founding 

members of NCEI.  Galway Community Renewables and Fuinneamh Greinne na hEireann  

were successful in the first State power auction in July 2020  (RESS-1).  Construction of their 

community solar farms will commence in early 2022 for Galway and Mayo shortly 

thereafter.  
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As society and the economy strives to meet the 2030 & 2050 climate targets – 

replacing fossil fuels with clean renewable energy - there will be a ploferation of energy 

generation projects across the country.  It is vital that community interests, both urban and 

rural, are to the fore in this energy transition.  Adequate access to the national power grid 

for community owned projects is vital - if community support for the energy transition is to 

be maintained and developed.  

 

Convinced of the efficacy of our endeavour we drive forward to promote the local circular 

economy, via locally community owned & controlled energy generation projects.  If the new 

green deal is to be realised we must ensure nobody is left behind.  Sustainable community 

owned wind & solar farms, and hybrid generation/storage technologies, are the ideal 

vehicles by which to achieve the new Ireland and specifically in this context – the new 

Limerick. 

 

Today circa 30 communities across Ireland are preparing for the next State power auction in 

2022 and NCEI wishes them well in that endeavour.  This is one of those occasions when we 

can look to our past to imagine our future.  100 years ago in 1921 Brigadier Sean Wall, 

recently elected chariman of Limerick County Council, insisted the Council undertake a study 

of the Shannon to see if it’s water power could be harnessed.  If the nascent Council in the 

embryonic state could  imagine and help deliver the quiet socioeconomic revolution that 

was the Ardnacrusha Hydro Electric Scheme, it behoves the modern Council in the mature 

state to facilitate it’s 2021 counterpart in the form of sustainable community driven energy 

generation projects. 

 

We work closely with our community colleagues across Europe in REScoop.eu – promoting 

Renewable Energy Communities (REC’s).  Together with our community affiliates in Europe 

and the USA we are actively exploring how communities might best enter the offshore 

renewable energy arena.  It is axiomatic in our view that communities, both onshore and 

inland, should be front and central in the nascent offshore renewable energy sector. 

 

We work closely with the other stakeholders in the sector as we fashion a cleaner and fairer 

energy transition for communities across Ireland.  



 

Page 3 of 9  6st Sept. 2021 

Nationwide 

Community 

Energy 

Ireland 

CLG 

(NCEI) 

Our Submission 

Our submission is confined to various chapters within Volume 1, the written statement, in 

the DRAFT Limerick Development Plan (2022- 2028). 

 

 

Contents 
 

Chapter 9 – Sustainable Communities & Social Infrastructure........................................................... 4 

Chapter 8 – Climate Action, Flood Risk and Transition to Low Carbon Economy .............................. 6 
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Chapter 9 – Sustainable Communities & Social Infrastructure 
 

Page 222 makes a fleeting reference to renewable energy, namely that it  “can be enhanced 

and sustained through community-led actions and projects”.  As no quantitative data is 

provided in which to frame the prior statement – we feel it might be useful to provie one as 

follows.  Our flagship project Templederry Community Windfarm, comprising two wind 

turbines with a combined rated capacity of 4.6MW, generates €1.1M in annual revenues for 

the community since it’s inception in 2012.  Because the project is 100% owned and 

managed by the community, 100% of the surplus stays local.  Templederry’s turbines are 

nine years old.  Using modern technology it is possible to generate the same output and 

revenue from one larger turbine. 

 

We are very much of the view that every village in Ireland, urban & rural, should have 

something similar- wind or solar or a combination of both.  Community projects of this 

scale, and smaller, fall within the framework of the DECC Renewable Electricity Support 

Scheme (RESS) Community Category.  As such the nominated projects are commercially 

derisked being underpinned with a state backed power purchase agreement for 15+ years. 

 

What better way to inculcate a communal entrepreneurial spirit than for the Council to 

actively support 100% community owned RESS projects.  Such projects need not be confined 

to rural areas.  Limerick city is perhaps unique in that it has a modern wind turbine 

operational within the metropolitan area for a number of years.  This turbine, with a rated 

capacity in the 2-3MW range, is similar to the Templederry wind turbines.  Imagine a 

scenario where each of the regeneration communities in the city had their own wind and/or 

solar facility – all funded under the RESS scheme.  Facilitated by the Council, city & county 

community groups could liaise regarding  

• best practise for managing their facilities, 

• dispersing their surpluses in a transparent and predefined manner, 

• conceptualising how downstream skill sets & nascent industries might be developed 

and enhanced. 
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All this occurring while putting the communities at the forefront of the 2030 & 

2050 climate action targets, within an approved environmental & ecological framework. 

 

The approach outlined above could turbo charge the Local Economic and Community Plan 

(LECP) within the Development Plan, and help to make Limerick and it’s communities trend 

setters within the burgeoning renewable energy sector.  Communal ownership of revenue 

generating assets in the public realm – a wonderful additional dimension to the new green 

& smart Limerick. 
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Chapter 8 – Climate Action, Flood Risk and Transition to Low Carbon 

Economy 
 

We note and endorse the Councils support, as expressed in the Draft Plan section 8.5, for 

renewable energy.  Specifically as expressed in CAF P6, P8, O27, O31, O32, O33, O35, O40. 

 

In relation to section 8.5.11 Community Investment in Renewable Energy, we particularly 

welcome this statement.  However, in relation to “diversity of ownership” we would like to 

draw the Council’s attention to the Ministerial announcement of 4th February 2021, which 

reads -  

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications, Eamon Ryan TD, has announced 
that all projects applying to the community category in future RESS auctions must be 100% 
community owned. 
 

The change from minimum 51% to 100% is a boon to communities across the country as it 

seeks to ensure the revenues & surplus, from such community projects, stay within the local 

circular economies.  We would urge the Council to reflect the latest thinking on community 

ownership in the Draft Plan – thereby sending a clear message to communities that their 

entrepreneurial efforts will be appropriately rewarded for the common good. 

 

Notwithstanding the Council’s and the Draft Plans support for offshore renewable energy.  

We note this support is couched in the context of large corporate development, and 

community participation is not envisaged in offshore renewable energy.  We feel this is a 

missed opportunity for the Council, the Draft Plan and communities generally. 

By way of context we would state as follows 

• 2000 Templederry Community Windfarm was conceptualised 

• 2008 Irish financial crash occurred 

• 2012 Templederry goes into production, generating revenues of €1.1M annually for the community 

• 2020 Templederry joined by two other communities – in Mayo & Galway.  

• 2023/4 Circa 30+ communities generation wind & solar power onshore in Ireland 

• 2025/6 Collectively these communities will have an offshore pilot program underway, perhaps in conjunction 

with our European & USA community colleagues. 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/a3abb-minister-ryan-steps-up-ambitions-for-community-energy-sector/
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We would urge the Council to sieze the opportunity and partner with the 

communities in this offshore endeavour.  Thereby adding a unique and compelling 

perspective to the stragtegic plan for the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area & Region. 
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Chapter 7 – Infrastructure 
 

Pages 179 to 181 refer to the electricity & gas networks and we note the Draft Plans support 

for Objective 13 Electricity Grid Development (page 181).  NCEI is currently lobbying the 

various stakeholders in the sector e.g. DECC, CRU, TSO (Eirgrid), DSO etc  to ring fence a 

small fixed percentage of all electricity grid upgrades for community generation projects.  

We believe this ring fencing, or positive discrimination, is vital for two reasons 

 

• To enable communities, specifically Limerick commuities in this instance, to bring a 

commensurate share of their energy generation projects to fruition in parallel with 

private developer and corporate projects. 

• To maintain broadbased community support for the energy transition, it’s targets 

and objectives as detailed in the governments Climate Action Plan. 

 

We request the inclusion of the above ring fencing in Objective 13 in the Councils Draft Plan. 

 

Recent reports in the national media suggest the national eletricity grid may well come 

underpressure to satisfy the increasing demand for electricity, and to manage the 

renewable & fossile fuel electricity mix on the grid.  We suggest the Council and the Draft 

Plan should take a more proactive approach in this regard and lobby for both Limerick and 

the Mid West generally in terms of electricity grid resources and development. 

 

We note Objective 12 of the Draft Plan supports the development of the Celtic 

Interconnector Project located off the south coast – a very worthwhile project in and of 

itself.  In the context of the nascent offshore renewable energy sector, the south coast 

interconnector could become the locus for the sector in Munster.  As a counter point, the 

Draft Plan could emphasise community energy generation onshore and offshore.  Ourselves 

and our European & American community counterparts are currently investigating our 

entrée into the offshore arena.  We would welcome a general discussion with the Council in 

this regard. 
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Chapter 4 – A Strong Economy 
 

We welcome the holistic approach as envisaged in the Strong Economy.  However, we feel 

there is one key ingredient missing namely, community involvement in offshore renewable 

energy generation.  As outlined on page 6 (Chapter 8 Climate Action and the Transitioning to 

a Low Carbon Economy), the expertise & knowledge base will be available in the community 

sector, within five years, for communities to participate in the offshore renewable energy 

sector. 

 

We believe an opportunity now exists for the Council, perhaps in counjunction with 

counterparts in Clare & Kerry to explore with the communities and the NCEI how best to 

move forward in terms of an updated  Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan 

(OREDP). 

 

We liaise with the various stakeholders in the energy sector e.g. DECC, CRU, TSO, DSO, 

SEMO, SEAI etc.  Together with our community counterparts in Europe and the USA we will 

be making submissions to the stakeholders and we feel the time is right to encourage local 

authorities to be part of the community discussion in OREDP.  Given Limericks unique 

advantages in the estuary, and the transformative development that is the new Limerick, we 

feel an opportunity exists for Limerick to play a catalytic role in the ORED sector.  Potentially 

this is a USP for Limerick and we feel it should be reflected in the Draft Development Plan. 

 

 

 

Enquiries to  

 

Bill Kelly 
Nationwide Community Energy Ireland CLG  (NCEI) 
bill.kelly@ncei.ie 
086-787 9824 
www.ncei.ie 
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